《Edward’s Family Bible New Testament Notes – 2 Peter》(Justin Edward)
Commentator
The work is intended for laymen of its day to understand the Bible, with brief notes, comments, definitions and cross references - a poor man's study Bible.

The Family Bible "with brief notes and instruction [and cross references], designed to give the results of critical investigation, and to assist the Reader to understand the meaning of the Holy Spirit in the inspired word" was first published in 3 volumes in 1851 by the American Tract Society. The comments follow the Authorized Version/KJV.

This Bible was designed "to assist common readers to understand the meaning of the Holy Spirit in the Bible." Marginal references were from the English Polyglot Bible. Massachusetts Clergyman and social reformer (he was active in the Temperance and Sabbath Movements as well as the American Tract Society, Rev. Justin Edwards (1787-1853) wrote the notes and instructions for the Bible. The marginal Scripture references from the Polyglot Bible were included.

From the 'Preface'

"The object of the NOTES in this Family Bible is to assist common readers to understand the teaching of the Holy Spirit in the revealed word, by giving, in the plainest and briefest manner, the results of sound, judicious critical and prayerful investigation.

Some of the INSTRUCTIONS suggested by each chapter, are added in the hope of inducing all who read the Bible to form the habit of drawing from it such practical instructions as will tend most to their growth in knowledge and in grace, and to furnish them thoroughly for every good work.

The endeavor rightly to apprehend and rightly to express the meaning of the Holy Ghost in the passages examined, has been delightful; and it is hoped that, through the divine blessing, great and lasting benefits will result to many." 

01 Chapter 1 

Verse 15
These things; the truths and duties he had inculcated. One of the best ways of doing the greatest good for time and eternity, is to lead all people, as far as possible, rightly to understand and permanently to remember the truths God has revealed; and thus keep before them the motives he presents to lead men to believe and obey him. 

Verse 16
Coming of our Lord; his second coming in that divine majesty of which the apostle and his two companions had a glimpse on the mount of transfiguration. 

Verse 18
In the holy mount; Matthew 17:1-5. 

Verse 19
More sure; better fitted to carry universal conviction, because it is more comprehensive, resting not on a single revelation, but on a whole system of revelations. 

Word of prophecy; the prophecies of Scripture concerning the Messiah. 

The day dawn; the day of mature knowledge. 

The day-star; which is the forerunner of the perfect day. 

Verse 20
First; as first in importance. 

Is of any private interpretation; that is, as the original seems to mean, comes of the prophet’s own interpretation. He does not invent his prophecies. They are not his own private unfolding of God’s counsels, but that which the Holy Ghost makes through him, as the apostle immediately proceeds to show, verse 2 Peter 1:21. 

Verse 21
As the Holy Ghost is the author of scripture prophecies, they cannot be made to mean whatever men may choose, or any thing except what God intended, and what in his providence has been or will be exactly accomplished. 

02 Chapter 2 
Verse 1
False prophets; in allusion to the "more sure word of prophecy" spoken of in chap 2 Peter 1:19; as much as to say, I have indeed commended to you the study of the prophets; but beware of the false prophets, who will come, as in ancient times, under the guise of true prophets. 

The people; under the Old Testament dispensation. 

Damnable; destructive. 

The Lord that bought them; by dying as a propitiation for their sins. 1 John 2:2. False teachers have always abounded, who, by erroneous doctrines and unholy practices, have brought ruin upon themselves and others. All should therefore take heed not only how they hear, but what they hear; should prove all things by the Bible, and hold fast that which is good. 

Verse 2
The way of truth; which the gospel reveals. 

Shall be evil spoken of; shall be brought into reproach and discredit by the ungodly lives of these false teachers and those who follow them. 

Verse 3
With feigned words; covering over their base ends with a fair show of godliness. 

Make merchandise; should treat them not as immortal beings for whom Christ died, but in the way in which they thought they could gain the most money out of them. 

Slumbereth not; is certainly and speedily coming. When men are so pleased with error as liberally to pay for it, many will engage in its propagation. 

Verse 4
For if God spared not the angels; verses 2 Peter 2:4-8 are all connected with verse 2 Peter 2:9, thus: "For if God spared not the angels-and spared not the old world-and turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to ashes, condemned them-and delivered just Lot-these examples show that the Lord knoweth," etc 

Verse 5
Saved Noah; Genesis 7:1-24. 

Verses 6-9
Sodom and Gomorrah; Genesis 19:16-25. 

Verse 8
When a professing Christian for worldly purposes becomes intimately connected with the wicked, he may expect them to be occasions of vexation and sorrow, if they do not prove the means of his ruin. 

Verse 9
Facts as well as the declarations of the Bible testify to the justice of God, and to the certainty that, though he may bear long with the wicked, yet if they continue in sin they will not go unpunished. 

Verse 10
But chiefly them; that is, but especially those of the unjust men just spoken of. 

Dignities; such magistrates and persons in official or elevated stations as God requires should be treated with respect, and should be obeyed in all their lawful commands. 

Verse 11
Against them; against the dignities that oppose them in the execution of God’s commands. See Judges 1:9. Angels, and those who are in temper like them, will not rail even against the wicked; and those who do, show that they are wicked themselves. 

Verse 13
Riot in the daytime; openly and shamelessly, while common transgressors are content to riot in the night. Romans 13:13; 1 Thessalonians 5:7. 

Verse 14
Cannot cease; not for want of natural power, but of disposition. Licentiousness and the love of money in professors of religion are decisive marks of hypocrisy, and show that those who live in these sins are heirs of destruction. 

Verse 15
Bosor; answering to the Hebrew Beor. Numbers 22:5. 

Who loved the wages of unrighteousness; he desired permission to curse Israel that he might receive from Balak the promised reward. 

Numbers 22:1-41. So these false teachers have in view their own private gain, verse 2 Peter 2:3. 

Verse 17
These are wells without water; an apt description of these boastful false teachers who came under the guise of godly men, but who had no true goodness themselves, and could impart no profit to their followers. 

Clouds; empty and windy clouds, that promise rain only to disappoint the husbandmen. 

The mist of darkness; the gloom of thick darkness. 

Verse 18
Great swelling words of vanity; making, after the fashion of such men, large professions of their own light and knowledge, and large promises of good to others. 

Through the lusts of the flesh-wantonness; by turning the true doctrine of Christian liberty into licentiousness, and teaching men that the gospel gives license to indulge in fleshly lusts. Galatians 5:13; 1 Peter 2:16; Judges 1:4. 

Were clean escaped; or, according to another reading, "were scarcely escaped"; and therefore could be easily drawn back again into the company of the wicked. 

Verse 19
Liberty; false liberty, which gave license to fleshly lusts. See note to the preceding verse. 

Verse 20
The latter end is worse with them than the beginning; professors of religion who go back again into sin, become worse in character and condition than they were before. 

Verse 22
Men may break off outward sins and profess religion without becoming holy. But they will be extremely apt to go back again; and when they do, they prove that they never had true religion, or were made "partakers of the divine nature." They never had a change of heart, or were "born of God." 

03 Chapter 3 
Verse 2
Ministers of the gospel should labor not only to communicate a knowledge of its truths, but to lead all so to remember them as to act habitually under their influence. 

Verse 3
The last days; see note to 1 Timothy 4:1. 

Verse 4
The promise of his coming; fulfilment of the promise that Christ would come to judgment. 

All things continue as they were; this assertion of the scoffers was false, as the apostle proceeds to show. Infidels and scoffers at religion are evidences of the truth of the Bible. It foretold that they would come and act out their wickedness, and by doing it they fulfil the Scriptures. Thus the wickedness of men illustrates the truth of God. 

Verse 5
Standing out of the water and in the water; rather, consisting out of water and by water. the reference is to the chaotic watery mass out of which the earth was formed, Genesis 1:2. At the command of God it rose out of this, and took its form of dry land; so that it consisted out of water, and by means of water. 

Verse 6
The world-perished; and as it had once been destroyed, it would be destroyed again; not as before with water, but with fire. 

Verse 7
The same word; that command or power of God by which the world was created. Verse 2 Peter 3:5; Genesis 1:1-10. The same power of God which created the world keeps it in being, and will keep it till the time appointed for its dissolution. 

Verse 8
A thousand years as one day; in comparison with eternity, and as to the certainty of what God has declared. What he has determined to accomplish a thousand years hence, is just as sure as if he had determined to accomplish it to-morrow. Compare the words of Moses: "A thousand years in thy sight are but as yesterday when it is past." Psalms 90:4. 

Verse 9
His promise; of a future judgment, when he will save his people and destroy their enemies. 

Count slackness; impute slackness to him, because he waits so long before executing his threatened judgments. 

Long-suffering; by waiting so long before he brings destruction on the wicked, he shows his desire that they should repent and be saved. By continuing men in life, offering them the gospel, and beseeching them to embrace it, God shows that he is unwilling they should perish, and would delight in their repentance and salvation. 

Verse 10
The day of the Lord; when he will come to judgment. 

As a thief; suddenly, unexpectedly. 

Verse 11
As this world with all it contains is to be burnt up, none should place their hearts upon it, or seek it as their chief good; but all should place their affections on things above, and lay up their treasure in heaven. 

Verse 12
Hasting unto; preparing for and earnestly desiring the salvation which will be given to God’s people. 

Verse 13
His promise; Isaiah 65:17; Isaiah 66:22; Revelation 21:1. 

Verse 14
The "new heavens and the new earth" promised by God, is that state of perfect holiness and bliss into which, after the Judgment, God will receive his people; and for which the highest holiness and bliss on earth are but a preparation and a foretaste. 

Verse 15
The long-suffering of our Lord is salvation; his delay to come to judgment is designed not to show that he will never come, but to give men opportunity to secure their salvation. 

Hath written unto you; you believers. We need not understand any particular church, since this epistle is general. The writings of Paul contain abundant notices of the second coming of Christ, and exhortations to wait for it in patience. See especially 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; 2 Thessalonians 1:5-10; Hebrews 10:35-39. 

Verse 16
These things; Christ’s coming to judgment, and the necessity of diligent preparation in order to meet him in peace. 

Unlearned and unstable; ignorant persons who have no settled principles, and do not love the truth, which reproves their sinful lives. 

Wrest; pervert, misunderstand and misapply. As ignorance of the Scriptures greatly increases the danger of their perversion, and enables false teachers the more to delude and destroy the people, the Bible should be universally circulated, and all persons encouraged daily to read it-with earnest prayer for the teaching of the Holy Spirit, that they may rightly understand it, and by believing and obeying it be made wise to salvation. 

Verse 18
Grow in grace; increase your knowledge of Christ, and your likeness to him. The grand safeguard against the seductions of error, and the most powerful means of increase in holiness, is increasing knowledge of Jesus Christ; that experimental knowledge which is obtained under the teaching of the Holy Ghost by daily searching the Scriptures, and which prepares us to unite with saints on earth and in heaven, saying with the heart, "To Him be glory both now and for ever. Amen." 

